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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS: NONE
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL:
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Public Works Request permission to advertise and sell two trucks:2011 Ford F550 and
2006 Chevy 2500 FID, Council Member Jim Marker made a motion authorizing the auction
of the assets from Public Works, seconded by Council Member Larry Ballah, all in favor,
Motion Carried.

2. TIF Report: Council President Rick Ryfa stated the State of Indiana requires each
Redevelopment Commission to present the report by April 1%t of each year to the Governing
body, in this case the Town Council, this will be the first of many reports but the least formal
of them, the next reports will require public hearings and or notices and mailings sent out.
The Redevelopment Commission hired Reedy Financial to provide the TIF requirement
through December of 2022. The TIF areas and the revenue that came in the outflows and the
balance at the end of year, the Redevelopment Commission is providing the Town Council
with this report as required. Council Member Tony Hobson made a motion to accept the year
ending report for 2022, seconded by Council Member Melissa Robbins, all in favor, Motion
Carried.

3. General Service Agreement BF&S: Proposal to the Town of Griffith providing services
to prepare updates to the Storm Water Technical Standards Manual for construction and post-
construction activities and to prepare updates to the Storm Water Ordinances, to meet the
newly adopted General permit requirements of the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management IDEM. NPDES MS4 and construction general permits. The estimated cost of
$24,200.00 will be billed to the Town of Griffith on an hourly not to exceed basis in
accordance with the terms of our General Services Agreement. Council Member Melissa
Robbins made a motion to allow Town Council President Rick Ryfa to sign this contract,
seconded by Council Member Tony Hobson, all in favor, Motion Carried. ‘ e

4. Appointment of Town Attorney: Letter from Burke Costanza & Carberry Attorney Law
Firm, with the retirement of our previous atforney that was handling the Town Council
business, we have retained Burke Costanza & Carberry to provide the Town with legal work
and have outlined their services and also noting that Attorney Alfredo Estrada will provide
legal services as assigned and directed by the Town of Griffith and not limited to the Town
Council. Council Member Larry Ballah made a motion that we allow President Rick Ryfato
sign the letter of intent and to welcome aboard M. Estrada, doing fine work, seconded by
Council Member Jim Marker, all in favor, Motion Carried.

Council President Rick Ryfa addressed the tax bills. Assessments in Griffith have gone up.
The way the system is supposed to work is each Municipality would go under what is called
a General Reassessment about every 4-5 vears. In Griffith’s case we were due for general
reassessment, sometimes they do a third of the Town at a time and in three years they
complete. This year all of Griffith was completed in 2022 to reflect the assessments for 2023
pay. We saw a significant increase of about 28 percent in property values, reflected in the
bills this year. A portion is driven up simply by the explosion in the housing market. We bad
approximately 1100 homes sell in a five-year period and the prices in 2021and 2022 were
times the offer price or the selling price was higher than the listing price. Lots of bidding
wars which drove up the assessments. Housing values have gone up significantly and are
stable right now. Approximately one out of every five homes in Griffith have a new
homeowner, which is unheard of. The value should reflect what the true market value 1s,
anyone questioning if their assessment is too high just ask yourself what do I think I would
list my own for, what can I sell if for, we have looked at other sites such as Zillow that will
give you estimates on your home, sometimes they are accurate sometimes not, certain things
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