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NEW BUSINESS:

1. St. Mary’s Western Days Festival Fireworks Display Permit: This will be on
August 20, 2023, at approximately 9:00 pm, Council Member Jim Marker made a motion to
approve this Fireworks Permit, secopded by Council Member Larry Ballah, all in favor,
Motion Carried.

 2.Park Board requesting to purchase 2023 Chevrolet Colorado $32,130.00,
authorizing Clerk to seek financing: Council Member Tony Hobson made a motion
authorizing the Clerk Treasurer to seek for this purchase, seconded by Council Member
Melissa Robbins, all in favor, Motion Carried.

3. 36% Marian Pilgrimage in Honor of Our Lady of Czestochowa: This will take
place on Saturday and Sunday, August 128 and 131 this will take place through Griffith on
August 13%. Council Member Melissa Robbins made a motion to approve them for using
Griffith for part of their Pilgrimage, seconded by Council Member Tony Hobson, all in favor,
Motion Carried. .

4. Engagement Letter with Barnes & Thornburg: This is a proposel to provide
General Obligation Bond for the Town. of Griffith, assisting the Town as our General Counsel
instructing any transactions, we enter into preparing documentation for transactions and
assisting the time preparing for required hearings at the local level, preparing for and
participating in any meetings that are required by any agencies and attending any meetings as
requested by the Town. Coordinating, scheduling closing the bonds. For these services they
are charging us $37,500.00. Council Member Larry Ballah made a motion to accept Barnes &
Thomburg agreement and allow Council President Rick Ryfa to sign the agreement, seconded
by Council Member Jim Marker, all in favor, Motion Carried.

5. Ordinance 2023-16 Public Hearing and Adoption of Sewage Rates: Rick Ryfa
opened the Public Hearing at 7:14 pm. Reedy Financial gave a presentation. Resident Don
McCarter asked if the sprinkling credit would go away, Ryfa responded no, this is for
Sanitary. The Town has an ordinance that has been in place for the water sprinkling credit and
1mntil it is removed it will stay. Don asked about getting a septic bill. Not unless he is
comected to the Town. No other questions. Ryfa wanted clarification in 2021 that the bill to
Hammond Sanitary was $700 plus thousand, and the estimated new bill will be
$1,900,000.00, that is confirmed, doubled. $1.2 million increase in our billings from
Hammond. Ryfa stated those costs will fluctuate directly with how much rain we get. Before
closing the Public Hearing Ryfa asked for any questions, comments, or remonstrators either
for or against the rate increase. No response, at 7:25 Ryfa closed the public hearing. Council
Member Jim Marker made a motion to approve and final adopt on the first reading, seconded
by Council Member Larry Ballah, all int favor, Motion Carried. Council Member Jim Marker
made a motion based on the majority suspending the rules, Roll Call taken, all in favor, rules
are suspended. Council Member Jim Marker made a motion that we approve Ordinance 2023-
16, seconded by Council Member Larry Ballah, all in favor, Motion Carried.

6. Resolution 2023-18 Transfer Appropriations: Council Member Tony Hobson made
a motion to adopt Resolution 2023-18 seconded by Council Member Melissa Robbins, all in
favor, Motion Carried.

7 Ordinance 2023-19: Ordinance amending Ordinance 2022-33, establishing a rental

policy fee. Council Member Larry Ballah made a motion to adopt the amended Ordinance

~ 2023-19, seconded by Coumncil Member Jim Marker a1l in favor, Motion Carried. Council

. Member, Council President Rick Ryfa entertained a motion to suspend the rules, Couneil

Member Larry Ballah stated so moved, seconded by Council Member Jim Marker, Roll Call
taken, all in favor, rules suspended, Council Member Larry Ballah made a motion to adopt
this new amended Ordinance, seconded by Council Member Jim Marker, Ryfa stated the only
addition was the area where that allows us to waive a feeto a local municipality, they would
still need to abide by all the regulations, all in favor, Motion Carried.

8. Resolution 2023-20: Preliminary determination to isste General Obligation Bonds of
the Town of Griffith, Indiana. The Town of Griffith has considered issuing general Obligation
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